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A JOINT RESOLUTION

proposing a constitutional amendment to reserve to the pedple the
power of recall. .
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. Article VI of the Texas Constitution is amended
by adding Section 6 to read as follows:

Sec. 6. '(a) The people may recall from office:

{l) any state officer who serves in a position elected

by the qualified voters of the entire state;

(2) any member of the legislature;

(3) any county officer who serves in a position

elected by the qualified voters of the entire county;

(4) any member of a commissioners court or other

county officer who serves in a position elected by qualified voters

of a territory less than countywide; and

(5) anv elective officer of any special district

created by state law who serves a constituency composed of all or

part of one county and all or part of one or more other counties.

(b) An application for a recall election must be signed by

qualified voters in a number equal to at least 15 percent of all

votes cast for the office in question at the most recent regular

election at which that office was filled. In addition to the

signature, the residence address or voter registration number and

the gualified voter's name in typewritten or legibly hand-printed

form is also required. The application must succinctly declare
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that its signers desire the removal from office of the incumbent

and must specify the office in question.

(c) The application for a recall election must be submitted

to the secretary of state when the office in question is statewide

or involves a constituency composed of more than one county and to

the county clerk when the office in question is countywide or

involves a constituency composed of a territory less than

countywide. No application may be accepted by the secretary of

state or county clerk within 180 days before a regular election at

which the office in question is to be filled. Not later than the

30th day after the date the officer receives the application, the

secretary of state or county clerk shall examine the application to

determine the validity of the signatures and shall endorse the

application if it contains the requisite number of wvalid

signhatures.

(d) On the endorsement of validity, the secretary of state

or county clerk, as appropriate, shall order an election to be held

on the first Saturday after 21 days have elapsed from the date of

endorsement. The question before the electorate shall be: "Shall

the incumbent be removed from the office of (HERE SPECIFY THE

OFFICE IN QUESTION)?" 1If a majority of the votes cast at the

election answer in the affirmative, the office in gquestion becomes

vacant.

(e) A vacancy created under this section shall be filled by

an _ election to be held on the first Saturday after 30 days have

elapsed from the date of the vacancy. At this election, the person

whose removal created the vacancy is ineligible to seek the office
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from which he was removed. The candidate receiving the greatest

number of votes shall serve the balance of the unexpired term.

(f) Enabling laws may be enacted to give effect to this

section.

SECTION 2. . This proposed constitutional amendment shall be
submitted to the voters at an election to be heldeovember 7, 1989.
The ballot shall be printed to provide for voting for or against
the proposition: "The constitutional amendment to reserve to the
people the power to recall state and county election officials and

officials of certain special 'districts created by law."
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